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May 2, 2019

The Trustees of the War Memorial Performing Arts Center

Dear Trustees,

I am writing to seek your kind consideration of a bas relief of Pamela Rosenberg in the lobby of the
Opera House.

Pamela served as the 5" General Director of San Francisco Opera from 2000-2005. She produced some
of the most notable productions in the company’s recent history, productions like Messiaen’s Saint
Frangois d’Assise, John Adams’ Dr. Atomic and.Ligeti’s Le Grande Macabre. She brought a wonderful
sense of artistic curiosity and exploration to the Opera, developing programming themes like Women in
Society and The Faust Project that inspired audiences and ensured San Francisco’s prominence on the
global stage. She saw the company through particularly difficult financial years following the dot-com-
collapse, and the September 11, 2001 tragedy.

Pamela has been the only female in a position of staff leadership within the War Memorial tenant
companies’ histories and is only one of five women to have been general director of an American opera
‘company. We would be very proud to recognize her contributions through a bas relief in.the lobby of
‘the Opera House and hope that the Trustees would as well. '

‘Pamela was educated at UC Berkéley and then went on to receive practical training under Richard
‘Wagner’s grandson, Wieland Wagner, at Bayreuth. She worked in many European companies prior to
coming to San Francisco including Hamburg, Amsterdam and Stuttgart. Following her time in San’
Francisco, she became the first woman and first American Administrative Director of the Berlin
Philharmonic, a premier leadership position in the symphony world. She Currently serves as the Dean of
Fellows.and Programs at the American Academy in Berlin. -

As has been-tradition for ail the other General Directors of San'Franci'sco Opera, we would like to
commission a bas relief for Pamela, recognizing the impact that she has had on the institution and on
thie arts more broadly in San Francisco.

We have identified a very fine scuiptor Bertrand Freiseleben, who is based in Berlin and who has
sculpted a number of very promment musicians and dignitaries including Claudio Abbado, Kurt Masur
and Richard Wagner. A sample of his sculptures are pictured below. Mr. Freiseleben has met Pamela












